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Isabella & Blodwen follows sixteen year-old Isabella who has been granted early admission to
the prestigious University of Oxford.

Academically gifted, but severely lacking in social skills, she finds navigating the hallowed
halls a trial she can’t study her way out of. Mixing with older students, and struggling to find
her place, she sets her heart on the coveted summer internship with her hero, Professor
MacLeod.

While wondering how to get the letter of recommendation she needs to be considered, she
accidentally drops an exhibit from a museum she’s visiting in her bag... and Blodwen, the
Witch from the Bottle enters her life!

Aimed at a young adult audience, and exploring themes of friendship, growing up, and
finding your place in the world, Isabella & Blodwen is a story that will resonate with anyone
who has ever felt alone and that the world is against them.
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YOU ARE AWARE
THAT THE COACH
PICK-UP IS AT 8.30AM
TOMORROW, YES?
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T RECOGNISE YOU. YOU'RE IN MY MEDIEVAL
LITERATURE LECTURES. THE COACH TO PITT RIVERS.
TOMORROW. IT'S COLLECTING US FROM OUTSIDE OF

\\ OURHALLS AT B.30AM. |
ks

$0 Do You
REALLY THINK YOU
QUGHT TO BE GOING
TO THE PUB RIGHT
NOW?

IT'S THAT 16 YEAR OLD, MATE.
JUST IGNORE HER, SHE'S WELL
UP HERSELF.

MY NAME IS TSABELLA
MARIA PENWICK-WICKAM.

' AND, AS USUAL, TAM. D
| SURROUNDED BY Thors. |

ey N
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I WAS SELECTED TO | ——
ATTEND THE UNIVERSITY
OF OXFORD ON ACCOUNT
~  OF MY ASTOUNDING

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS. |- -

|

1 THOUGHT I'D FINALLY
BE AROUND EQUALLY
REFINED MINDS...

POST-LECTURE DEBATE,
POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS,
STUDY GROUP CHAT...

IN SHORT:
INTELECTUAL
CONVERSATION.

UNFORTUNATELY, LIKE
EVERYWHERE ELSE I'VE STUDIED,
FOR INTELECTUAL CONVERSATION

T'D BE BETTER OFF TALKING
TO A RUDDY -

TWIGLET?
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SHAUN! I'M IN THE HALLS NEXT DOOR TO YOU?
READING PLANT SCIENCE? T HELPED YOU WITH ALL
YOUR BOXES WHEN YOU MOVED HERE?

ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO
THE MUSEUM TRIP TOMORROW,
ISABELLA?

OH! REALLY?
UH, WHY NOT? I
7 THOUGHT THAT PLACE WOULD
| BE RIGHT UP YOUR STREET:
HISTORY, ANTHROPOLOGY, OLD
N\ FOLKLORE STORIES...

QUITE AWARE OF
MY OWN SPECIALITIES,
THANK You.
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*SIGH*® IF YOU MUST KNOW, THE
MUSEUM TRIP WAS A LAST-MINUTE
ADDITION TO THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES.
T HAD ALREADY ALLOTTED THE TIME
IN MY REVISION SCHEDULE.

P I

A/ SHALL HAVE TO
7 RE-ARRANGE. I
DISLIKE RE-ARRANGING.

TRUN A VERY
TIGHT SHIP WITH
MY REVISION
SCHEDULES.

1 DON'T
DOUBT IT.

I'M NOT LIKE
OTHER GIRLS, SHAUN.
FOR A START I'M NOT
A COMPLETE
Iptot.

LISTEN, ISABELLA...
MY MUM WAS SAYING
THAT-
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WHILST T APPRECIATE
YOUR ENTHUSIASM, T'D
| REALLY RATHER WALK

\ T MY BUS STOP IN
==\ SILENCE. ALRIGHT?

SO IF YOU WOULDN'T MIND
WAITING HERE FOR A MOMENT,
IT'LL GIVE ME A HEAD START
AND WE CAN AVOID ANY
AWKWARDNESS.

THAT
WOULD BE BEST,
DON'T YOU

THINK?

{  OH, RIGHT
\_  YOU ARE...

T GUESS
PLLJUST, I...

T CAN JUST WATCH
THE BOATS FOR

A BIT THEN.

' WHATEVER
\, FLOATS YOURS.
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EVIDENTLY.

FUNNY T SHOULD SEE YOU,

ACTUALLY. T'VE JUST BEEN

DISCUSSING YOU WITH
PROFESSOR PIERCE.

PROFESSOR MACLEOD!
T'M SO VERY SORRY, MA'AM!
L..WASN'T PAYING
ATTENTION!

PROFESSOR
P-PIERCE?
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HE MENTIONED YOU MAY BE
YES. HE'S IMPRESSED WITH YOUR
INITIATIVE. ALL THE EXTRA WORK mmﬁfs]%‘g"sﬂmf{ o

YOU'VE BEEN DOING FOR HIM. INTERNSHIP.

I AM!

I AM DEFINITELY,
TOTALLY, VERY
INTERESTED,
PROFESSOR!

HE SAID THAT?! OH
THAT’S GREAT! IT°S BEEN
AN HONOUR TO BE ABLE TO
HELP HIM WITH HIS
RESEARCH!

HE EVEN SAID HE
MAY WRITE YOU A LETTER
OF RECOMMENDATION, WHICH
T WOULD HAVE TO CONSIDER VERY S0 ARE You!
CAREFULLY INDEED. PROFESSOR OF COURSE...
PIERCE'S OPINION GOES PROFESSOR...
A LONG WAY HERE.

AH, WELL,
HE 1§
BRILLIANT.

KEEP UP THE GOOD ; ...ALTHOUGH T AM
WORK, MS. PENWICK-WICKAM. | THINKING OF SCHEDULI
CAREFUL NOT TO OVERWORK /. AN EXAM ON THE
YOURSELF THOUGH. REST 1S s TH...

T ADORE YOUR EXAMS,
PROFESSOR!
TCAN'T WAIT!
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OH MY GAWD

IT'S 6.03PM! LITTLE

\  I77Y’S LATE FOR HER
o 0.C.D. Soup"

IT°S JUST NOT LIKE HER TO BE LATE...

MANDY! SHE DOESN'T NEED LOOKING ;
DON'T BE MEAN! OUT FOR! SHE'S LIKEA 22 YOU KNOW WHAT SHE'S LIKE WITH
WE'RE SUPPOSED LT TLE CROCOMLEL HER ROUTINES.

TO LOOK OUT
FOR HER...

OWH, AMANDAAAH, MUST YEW
REAHLLY BE SPENDING TAAHM
DRINKING THAT WINYNE? DON'T
YEW KNOW YEW HAVE A MOCK
EXAM IN TEN YEAAHRS
TARAHM??

PFFFFT!
HAHAHA! THAT’S
JUST LIKE HER!

YES.
UNCANNY.
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OH THANK GOD!
WE WERE WORRIED

YES...
YOU ALL SEEM
POSITIVELY
RELIEVED...

HOW WAS YOUR DAY, HUN? ARE YoU
WORKIN’ WITH PROFESSOR PIERCE
AGAIN TONIGHT?

SORRY TO HAVE CAUSED
SUCH DISTRESS...

MY DAY WAS TEDIOUS.
AND NO, T'M-

DO YOU TWO REALLY HAVE
NOTHING BETTER TO DO THAN
IMBIBE CHEAP WINE AND “IMBIBE!"
LAUGH AT YOUR OWN -
2 HANDS?! OH MY GAAWD!!
4 SHE'S T00 MUCH!
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Rachael Smith

Rachael Smith is a comic artist and writer based in the
UK. She has created numerous, critically acclaimed
comic books including House Party, Artificial Flowers,
Wired Up Wrong, and The Rabbit, which was
nominated for Best Book in the 2015 British Comic
Awards, following her nomination for Emerging Talent
the previous year. Rachael has also worked on Titan’s
Doctor Who Comic series, and is a regular contributor

to Empathize This, a website which gives a platform to
marginalised voices through the medium of comics.
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